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Who are the Friends of the Fair? 
The California Mid-State Fair “Friends of the Fair” program was established in 1995 as a volunteer 
group consisting of community members that range in age from 5 to 95.  Volunteers have donated 
thousands of hours prior to, during, and after the Fair every year.  The success of our many Exhibit 
Programs is in a large part, due to the success of our Friends of the Fair volunteer program.    
 
How do the Friends of the Fair help? 
Volunteers in the Friends of the Fair program assist the Fair Staff in many aspects of the Fair. Let your 
favorite interest or area of expertise guide you to where you would like to volunteer, or maybe try 
something new you’ve always been interested in but really know little about.  We need volunteers to assist 
in building new props for display use; the painting of exhibit areas and props; in the preparing  for exhibit 
entries to be received; as clerks during the judging process; in setting up the displays to showcase Fair 
entries; and assisting exhibitors in the collection of their entries at the conclusion of the Fair.  Volunteers 
are also needed to assist patrons who attend the Fair by offering general assistance and answering 
questions on the Fairgrounds and in the exhibit areas at events happening on and off the Fairgrounds prior 
to as well as during Fair.  Exhibit areas include but are not limited to the following buildings and areas:  
Home Arts, Visual Arts, Ag Hort, Floriculture, Industrial Education, and the Home Wine and/or Beer 
Competition.  Other areas that need volunteer assistance are the Community Pancake Breakfast, Fair 
Information Booth and Lockers, the Miss CMSF Fair Pageant Program, just to name a few.  Volunteers 
are always needed everywhere! 
 
What is required of a Friend of the Fair? 
You can volunteer as little or as much as you want. That is up to you and the time you have available to 
volunteer.  All we ask is, if you do commit to volunteering that you follow through with your commitment, 
as many of us will be relying on you.  All members are required to attend an orientation meeting. Your 
orientation meeting(s) will be determined by the areas of volunteer interest that you select on your 
application.  All volunteer members, who are planning to participate during the Fair, are required to 
attend the Friends of the Fair orientation meeting (even if you have attended a specific group meeting 
previously).  This meeting will provide you with important information you will need to know for 
volunteering during the Fair.   
 
What are the benefits of becoming a Friend of the Fair? 
Being a part of the “behind the scenes operations” of the California Mid-State Fair, the largest annual 
event in San Luis Obispo County.   The opportunity to meet and work with interesting and talented people 
from our community and volunteering is an opportunity to make a difference.  From the welcome and 
orientation meeting, prior to Fair for all volunteers to the learn about the Fair and being a Fair volunteer, 
the 12-day daily admission pass for volunteers who have worked at least twelve (12) hours prior to Fair.  
Those who still need to acquire twelve (12) hours will receive daily admissions on days they are 
volunteering, to your own Friends of the Fair T-shirt to be worn during your volunteer hours, and finally 
the appreciation dinner for qualified Friends of the Fair volunteers. The more hours you volunteer, the 
more opportunity to receive Special Pins, Awards, and Special Achievement opportunities. This year’s 
dinner will be held on Tuesday, October 12, 2010.  Find out who our Friends of the Fair volunteer team 
selected as the “Outstanding Friend of the Fair”, be apart of the raffle drawings, and receive your 
Certificate of Appreciation, as well other awards that were achieved. 
 
How do I become a Friend of the Fair? 
Becoming a Friend of the Fair is easy.  Complete and return the attached application.  Once your 
application has been received and reviewed, you will be contacted by one of our Friends of the Fair 
volunteer committee members to let you know what’s next.  Please mail your application to: Paso Robles 
Event Center, P.O. Box 8, Paso Robles, CA  93447.  (805) 239-0655 



Friends of the Fair Application Ð 2010 
 

Name ______________________________________________________________________ 
         (First)                          (Middle)                             (Last)                                                                       
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ______________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: __________________ 
 

Home Phone:      Cell Phone ___________________________________ 
 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

T-Shirt Size:  Small    Medium       Large    X-Large 
 

Person to Contact in Case of an Emergency: 

 

Name_________________________________Phone:_________________________________ 
 

Relationship__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you 18 years of age or older? Yes _______________________ No __________________________  
 
                    Please note: Volunteers under 14 years of age MUST be supervised by a parent at all times  
 

Below are the areas that volunteers are needed.   Please mark all areas you are interested in. 
 
  Wine / Beer Competitions                       ______ Building Monitoring 
  Visual Arts Department    ______ Painting / Cleaning  
  Miss CMSF Pageant                                          ______ Judging Days 
  Other Interests                                                  ______ Special Skills 
  Information Booth                                    ______ Entry Days / Pick Up Days 
  Industrial Education Department                          ______ Tear Down  
  Home Arts & Crafts Department   ______ Repairs 
  Floriculture Department    ______ Set Up- Building and Props 
  Ag Hort Department                  ______ Building and Construction 
_______ Patron Lockers                                                     ______ Pancake Breakfast                                                       
 
When are you interested in volunteering?  
_____ Pre-Fair          _____ During Fair           ______ Post Fair     
 
You may sign up for as many shifts as you would like. You will be notified by the exhibit department 
superintendent / volunteer coordinator for dates and times of shifts. You will report directly to the 
department you are volunteering for sign in.  As a volunteer, I agree to the following:   
! to fulfill confirmed shifts and arrive on time for each shift;  
! to observe all rules and be safety conscience at all times while on the premises of the Fairgrou nds 
! not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs during scheduled shifts; and  
! to be a good ambassador of good will, helping fair patrons in any and all capacities.  
 
 
 
Mail your application to:  Paso Robles Event Center, P.O. Box 8, Paso Robles, CA 93447. 
Please call with any questions you may have on any of the areas above (805) 239-0655.    
Thank you. 
 
 
 



2010 Volunteer Release and Waiver of Liability Agreement 
 

 
I,         (“Participant”), acknowledge that I have voluntarily 
applied to participate as a volunteer for and at the Paso Robles Event Center Home of the California Mid-State 
Fair. 

 
I AM AWARE THAT THE ABOVE -DESCRIBED ACTIVITIES CAN BE HAZARDOUS ACTIVITIES, 
AND I AM VOLUNTARILY PARTICIPATING IN THESE ACTIVITIES WITH KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE DANGER I NVOLVED, AND AGREE TO ASSUME ANY AND ALL RISKS OF BODILY 
INJURY, DEATH AND/OR PROPERTY DAMAGE.  
 
I VERIFY AND ACKNOWLEDGE THIS STATEMENT BY PLACING MY INTITIALS HERE: _____ 
 
PARENT OR GAURDIANÕS INITIALS (if under 18):    
 
As consideration for being permitted by the Fair, THE 16TH District Agricultural Association, the county of San 
Luis Obispo (“the County”) and the State of California to participate in these activities and use their facilities, I 
hereby agree that I, my assignees, heirs, distributes, guardians, next of kin, spouse and legal representatives will 
not make a claim against, sue, or attach the property of the Fair, the County or the State of California or any of 
their affiliated organizations for injury or damage resulting from the negligence or other acts, however caused, 
by any directors, employees, agent, or contractor of the Fair, the County or the State of California or any of their 
affiliated organizations as a result of my participation in the activities described above. I forever release the 
Fair, the County and the State of California and any of their affiliated organizations from any and all action, 
claims or demands that I, my assignees, heirs, distributes, guardians, next of kin, spouse and legal 
representatives now have or may hereafter have for injury or damage resulting from my participation in the 
activities described above. 
 
I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS 
THEREOF. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF  LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT 
BETWEEN MYSELF AND THE FAIR, THE 16 TH DAA, THE COUNTY AND THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA AND/OR THEIR AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION AND  AM SIGNING IT OF MY 
OWN FREE WILL.  
 
Executed at the California Mid-State Fair, Paso Robles, CA on:               
 
 
 
PARTICIPANT/RELEASER    PARENT OR GUARDIAN 
 
              
 
Address:       Address:       
 
              
 
 
 
IF YOU ARE UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, YOU AND YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST SIGN 
AND INITIAL THIS FORM WHERE INDICATED 

 

 
 


